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The Ohio Department of Aging 

ODA Mission 

Ohio is on the leading edge of innovation and 
responsiveness to the growing and changing aging 
population. 

 

ODA Vision 

Ohioans will benefit from a network of effective resources  

and community services that support consumer rights,  

independence and dignity.   

 



Consider this… 

 Since the beginning of recorded human 

history, young children have outnumbered 

older people.  Very soon this will change.  

For the first time in history, people age 65 

and over will outnumber children under 

age 5. 
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Paradigm Shift 



Why the shift? 

 Changing demographics 

 Home and community-based services 

save money 

 NF costs $ 4,231/month 

 PASSPORT costs $1,100/ month 

 People want to stay at home 

 



What is a waiver? 

 Social Security Act 

 1965- Medicaid coverage for low-income and 

medically needy individuals 

 Mandatory coverage of care in skilled nursing 

facility- 21+ 

 1981- states granted “waiver authority”  

 Can pay for services necessary to avoid 

institutionalization and cost effective 
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ODA’s Waivers 

PASSPORT 

Assisted Living 

Choices 
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• Ohio’s oldest HCBS 

waiver 

• Demonstration waiver 

in 1984 in two regions 

of the state 

• Approved as a full 

waiver statewide in 

1990 

• 33,000+ enrolled  
 



PASSPORT Eligibility 

 Age 60+ 

 Meet nursing facility “level of care” 



Level of Care 

 Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) 

 Bathing, Dressing, Eating, Grooming, Mobility, 

Toileting 

 Instrumental Activities of Daily Living 

(IADLs) 

 Community access, Environmental 

Management, Meal Preparation, Personal 

Laundry, Shopping 



PASSPORT Eligibility 

 Age 60+ 

 Meet nursing facility “level of care” 

 Meet Medicaid financial eligibility 

guidelines 



Medicaid Financial Eligibility 

 Income 

 Institutional need standard- $1,839 

 Assets 

 $1,500 individual 

 Medicaid financial eligibility determination 

made by County Department of Job and 

Family Services 



PASSPORT Eligibility 

 Age 60+ 

 Meet nursing facility “level of care” 

 Meet Medicaid financial eligibility 

guidelines 

 Reside in a non-institutional, unlicensed 

setting 

 Cost of care less than 60% of care in a 

nursing facility 



PASSPORT Services 

 Adult Day Care 

 Chore Services 

 Durable Medical 

Equipment 

 Emergency Response 

Systems 

 Homemaker 

 Home Delivered Meals 

 Independent Living 

Assistance  

 Medical Transportation 

 Minor Home 

Modifications 

 Non-medical 

Transportation 

 Nutritional Counseling 

 Personal Care 

 Pest Control 

 Social Work Counseling 



Choices: Consumer Directed 

 Demonstration in July 2001 

 Full waiver in April 2004 

 Available in four areas- Columbus, Rio 

Grande, Marietta and Toledo 

 Consumer controls: 

 Who provides care and when 

 Their budget 

 Hires, manages and fires workers 

 559 enrolled 



Choices Eligibility 

 Currently enrolled PASSPORT consumers 

 Reside in a service area where the 

program is available 

 Willing to and capable of selecting, 

managing and firing workers 



Choices Services 

 Home Care Attendant 

 Home Delivered Meals 

 Adult Day Service 

 Minor Home Modification 

 Home Medical Equipment and Supplies 

 Emergency Response System 

 Pest Control 

 



Assisted Living Waiver 

 Implemented in July 2006 

 Available Statewide* 

 Facilities certified by ODA 

 Provides alternative setting 

 Waiver pays for services in facility 

 3,916 enrolled 

 



Assisted Living Waiver 

Eligibility 

 Age 21+ 

 Resident of nursing facility or assisted 

living facility; in community 

 Meet Nursing Facility Level of Care 

 Meet Medicaid Financial Eligibility 

Guidelines 

 Ability to pay room and board 

 



Accessing ODA Waivers 

 PASSPORT Administrative Agencies 

(PAAs) 

 Twelve Area Agencies on Aging + Catholic 

Social Services of Miami Valley 

 

 1-866-243-5678 



Accessing ODA Waivers 

 In-person assessment 

 Functional needs 

 Preliminary Financial Determination 

 Support for Medicaid application process 

 Enrollment in waiver or 

 Advice about or direction to other options 



Ohio’s Area Agencies on Aging 



The Future… 

 Integrated Care 

Delivery System 

(ICDS) 

 Re-balancing long-

term care 

 Modernize Medicaid 

Eligibility 

Determination 

Systems 



For more information: 

 Ohio Department of Aging 

 www.aging.ohio.gov 

 1-800-266-4346 

 

 Ohio’s Area Agencies on Aging 

 www.ohioaging.org 

 1-866-243-5678 

 

http://www.aging.ohio.gov/
http://www.ohioaging.org/

